
 

  

  

  

  

  

News from Mr Patrick Dempsey     Principal   

  
  

Wed nesday  7 th   February   2018   
Dear Parents and Carers,   
  
  
Thank you to all the parents and carers who were able to attend the Parent  
Information Evening on Monday. Also thank you to the teachers and staff for their  
preparation and presentation of the important i nformation around classroom  
organisation and procedures.   
  
Opening School Mass   
Our Opening School Mass last Thursday was a wonderful celebration. As we are  
Parish School, it is important to officially welcome the new school year in our Holy  
Spirit Parish Ch urch. Thank you to Father Msami for leading our celebration, our  
APRE, Kim Barrett - Coade, our Year 6 teachers, Rachael McGill, Amber Grover and  
Bernie Griffith, for their organisation.   
One of the highlights of our School Mass was the presentation of our Ye ar 6 Student  
Leaders. This is an exciting and challenging year for our Year 6 students, as they  
learn to lead by example, in word and action .   
  
Parents and Friends Annual General Meeting   
A reminder that our P & F AGM will be held this   Tuesday 13 th   February  commencing  
at 7.00pm   nibbles and drinks at 6.30pm ( ) .  The P & F Association exists to support the  
school community and is involved in the total life of the school.   
All Holy Spirit parents are automatically members of our P & F. I would invite all  
parents to   come along to our AGM and be part of our wonderful association that  
promotes parents as partners in the education of their children.    
Attached to the newsletter is the nomination form for the 2018 P & F Executive  
Positions.    
    
Parents and Friends Grant   
Ou r P & F has been successful in a submission for a sporting grant of $32,000. These  
funds will be used to develop our school oval. More details will be discussed at the P  
& F meeting this Tuesday evening, following the AGM. Congratulations to our P & F  
Exec utive on the result of their hard work with their grant submission.   
  
Year 6 Camp   
Year 6 teachers have reported back that the Year 6 students are having a wonderful  
time at their camp. The Year 6 students and staff left yesterday for Coolum Beach  
and return ing Friday afternoon.   
Once we receive some photos from the Year 6 teachers, we will email these to our  
Year 6 parents.   
  
    
  

  

TERM 1 SCHOOL FEES   
  

For those   families   who  
have not set up a Direct  
Debit   for 2018 , Term 1  
Fees are due for payment  
this Friday, 9 th   February.   
  

your  for  you  Thank  
attention to this matter.   



 

Holy Spirit Uniform  
A big thank you to all parents and carers for ensuring that your children are in the correct school uniform. This is a very 
important part of our school culture.   

  

Heart, Mind, Spirit, Peace  

Patrick  

patrick.dempsey@bne.catholic.edu.au  
  

  

From Mr Peter Hehir         Assistant Principal  

  

Digital Technology at Holy Spirit  

Most of you would be aware of the significant changes and improvements made in our Digital Technology Program 

at Holy Spirit over the Christmas holidays. With the iPad Mini Program coming to an end last year, we engaged the 

services of MOQ Digital to review our Program and recommend a way forward for our school. After a great deal of 

discussion and planning, we have now implemented a Program where each class has a new Data Projector with 

Apple TV and working speakers. Our Preps will have ongoing use of iPad Minis with a ratio of 1:2. Our Years 1-3 

have new full-size iPads with approximately fifteen in each room. They also have keyboards available to use with 

these iPads. Our Years 4-6 have new Laptops with Years 5 and 6 having them available on a 1-1 basis.   
  

The most important aspect of our Program is that all these devices need to be used to support student learning and 

significant time will be allocated on the professional learning of our teachers and ongoing development of our 

students’ knowledge and skills. We also have an extensive Digital Citizenship program which focusses on 

appropriate and ethical use of all these devices including learning about cyber bullying.   
  

This whole Program represents a major step forward for our school and we are working to ensure the very best 

learning opportunities are offered to our children at Holy Spirit. We will continue to ensure the successful 

implementation of the whole Program into our school over the coming months and look forward to seeing the 

positive impact of these technologies on our students learning.   
  
  

  

From Mrs Kim Barrett-Coade      A.P.R.E.       (Assistant Principal Religious Education)  

  

  



 

Thank you to all who were able to share in our Opening School Mass last Thursday. 

It was a lovely celebration where we welcomed our new students, families and 

staff to our very special community here at Holy Spirit. We also asked God to bless 

us during this year as we endeavour to ‘Reach Out and Beyond’. During the mass, 

Mr Dempsey and the Year 6 teachers called forward our Year 6 school leaders for 

2018. We prayed that the Year 6 students be strengthened and supported in their 

leadership and that they may take on the role as servant leaders to all in our school 

community with pride.   

  

  

Fr Msami blessed the Year 6 students prior to them reading their 2018 leadership 

pledge to the community.  

 

  

Wednesday 14th February  

Year 3-6 Mass -8:50am - church  

Prep- Year 2 Liturgy 9:50am - church  

In the Roman Catholic Church, Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, the season of preparation 

for the resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday. During Mass, the ashes which give Ash 

Wednesday its name are distributed. The ashes are made by burning the blessed palms that 

were distributed the previous year on Palm Sunday.  

The distribution of ashes reminds us of our own mortality and calls us to repentance. In the  

early Church, Ash Wednesday was the day on which those who had sinned, and who wished to be readmitted 

to the Church, would begin their public penance. The ashes that we receive are a reminder of our own 

sinfulness, and many Catholics leave them on their foreheads all day as a sign of humility.  

During lent many Catholics give up something to make them more focused on being a better person. At our 

school, as we journey towards Easter, we will ask our community to do things for others rather than give up 

something.  

Each class will receive a star and on it they will write a good deed. These deeds will be read out one day at a 

time and the children will be encouraged to live this the good act throughout the day. For example,’ One Spirit 

would like everyone to use their manners’  

What can you do at home to encourage the children/family to think of others during this Lenten season?  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  



 

Religious Education  

Religious Education at Holy Spirit School is a deep, reflective and robust curriculum in which the children not 

only depth their knowledge of their own faith but study the life and times of Jesus (including the Jewish faith) 

and the messages he preached. Throughout primary school, the children will also study how the church, various 

people and religious groups have enacted, ritualised and live out the message of Jesus love and the Kingdom 

of God.  

Below is an overview of what each year level in investigating this term in Religious Education.  

  

Prep  

This term, in Religion, Prep students will participate in a number of prayer 

experiences. They will understand that prayer helps us follow the teachings of Jesus 

and to live according to God’s plan. Students will recognise ways in which we pray, 

either alone, with others, using words, music, actions or in silence. They will learn 

about what is inside a Catholic church, the sacred objects they see and meet the priest. 

Students will describe ways in which we come together during special celebrations 

and rituals to mark important times in the life of believers and in the Church year 

especially the Easter story.  

  

Year 1  

This term, the Year 1 focus will be, ‘What can we learn about Jesus’? They will be 

exploring the nature of Jesus’ mission and ministry. Students will listen to, view 

and read accounts from the scripture texts including, ‘Jesus calls the Disciples’, 

‘Jesus Feeds the 5,000’ and ‘Jesus Heal the paralysed man’. They will identify the 

key events, places and characters in the life of Jesus and explore the similarities 

and differences in these accounts. Year 1 will revise the Easter story with a special 

focus on Palm Sunday from the Gospel of Matthew and Luke.  

Year 2  

In Term 1, the Year 2 students will learn about their responsibility to pursue peace and 

justice out of respect for human life and all creation drawing on their own experiences. 

They will develop their understanding of the loving relationship God unconditionally 

offers to people; and their understanding of sin, as evident in the free choices that harm 

the individual and their loving relationships with God. They will explore ways in which 

believers seek to heal these relationships through reconciliation and prayer. The 

students will investigate ways in which believers celebrate reconciliation with God and 

with others in the Sacrament of Penance.  



 

Year 3  

Students of year 3 will explore the Decalogue (Ten Commandments) and the 

Beatitudes.  Both contain messages of how the scriptures can  guide in making 

decisions.  The students will link these messages to their own lives; looking at the 

reasons we have rules and how we follow these rules in our everyday life.   The focus 

question will be, ‘How can Jesus Challenge our Community’?  

Students will explain how the scriptures provide a foundation for living a moral life, 

including respect for basic human rights and acknowledgement of responsibilities, 

in particular to the poor and disadvantaged.   

  

  

Year 4  

In Year 4, we are focusing on what it means to be a community. This term, students will use 

scripture texts such as the Decalogue and Letters to St Paul to connect ideas about living in 

a community. Students will also analyse the story of, ‘Jesus Heals the Blind Man’, as well as 

explore the Sacraments for Healing and discover how they continue the mission and 

ministry of Jesus today.  

  

  

Year 5  

In Year 5, students are learning to appreciate the significance of community for sharing 

and strengthening the faith of believers, past and present. They will broaden their 

appreciation of the significance of personal and communal prayer and worship through 

the celebrations of Eucharist, Sabbath and Prayer. The year 5 students will look at various 

faiths (Jewish and Christianity) their core beliefs, rituals and traditions  

  

Year 6  

In Year 6, this term, students will initially focus on ‘Just’ leadership. They will investigate 

how the title, ‘Servant leader’ can be a reality in their life and interactions at Holy Spirit 

school. They will then identify and describe many ways in which faith is lived out in the 

lives of believers past and present, including Catholics in a developing Australian nation 

(c. 1900 CE to present).  They will analyse the key messages and contexts of some Old 

Testament prophets. Year 6 will explain the significance of Jesus’ ‘New Law’ for the 

way believers live their faith and examine the spiritual and corporal works of mercy.   



 

Parish Sacramental Meetings  

   

Blessings Kim  
  

Loving Learning: Curriculum and Literacy News  

  

Excellent Learning and Teaching, Week 3, Term 1, 2018  

Dear Families of Holy Spirit,  
   

What a busy start to 2018 we have had! Our new Prep students have settled well and 
are enjoying their first English cycle based on the book, ‘I Went Walking’. It was great 
to see so many parents and care-givers at the Parent Information Night on Monday. 
We have been visiting all classes to read the book “Little Miss Jessica Goes to School”.  
  

Date Claimer: Reading Workshop for Parents and Caregivers of P-1 students.  

Date: Tuesday, 6th March  

Venue: Resource Centre  

Time: 8:45am-9:30am, Repeat session: 6pm-6:45pm.  
  
  

Supporting Children as Readers 

Reading to and with the child  

Ways to help:  

• Prior knowledge/Make connections  

• Look at the cover  

• Flick through the text – make predictions using the pictures  

• Focus on any language that may be a bit tricky or unfamiliar  

• Ask questions  

• Reading with: encourage the child to join in with different parts or to read some parts while you 

read others.  

Reading by the Child:  



 

• This will be often be a levelled text.  We want the child to experience success.  It is essential that 

the experience is enjoyable for everyone!  

• The child will have the same text/s for several nights.  Rereading the text helps develop 

comprehension, fluency and high-frequency word vocabulary.  
Source: Brisbane Catholic Education, Kweb, accessed 6/12/2017  

  

Thank you for your interest in, and support of, our endeavours.  
  

Kind regards, Marianna Foley, P-2 Literacy Leader and Michaela Lewis, Primary Learning Leader  
  

  

  

School Snippets  

  

COLES SUPERMARKETS - SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS PROMOTION  

Holy Spirit is participating in the Sports for Schools promotion, which begins today (7th February). For every $10 

spent at a Coles supermarket, you will be given a voucher. Please collect these and send them to the school office.  

When the promotion finishes on the 15th June, we will be able to redeem the value of these vouchers for sports 

equipment for the school.  

Please encourage your friends and extended family to collect for our school too!  
  

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - PORTAL REMINDER  

This is just a reminder that if you do not receive your weekly school newsletter via email, it can be quickly and easily 

accessed on the parent portal.   

Previous issues, from the current school year, are also kept on the portal should you need clarification on any 

matters.  
  

PINE RIVERS DISTRICT SWIMMING  

We send the best of good luck wishes with Tamara Buckley, Keely Flynn, Chantz McIntosh, Mackenzie Tuck and 

Elske Bindels who will all be competing at the District Swimming trials next Wednesday. Go Team Spirit!  
  

  

  

Book Fair     

  

Term 1 Book Fair will be held from this Friday 9th February until 

Wednesday 14th February in the spare classroom beside the Prep 
Spirit classroom.  

  

Book Fair will be open from 8.00am – 9.00am and 1.30pm – 3.30pm 
on each of these days.  

  



 

Parent and students are invited to visit the Book Fair to grab themselves a great read, at a great price!  

  

All proceeds will used to purchase more books for our school Library.  

  

Happy reading.  

  

  

  

Tuckshop Report      

  

The Tuckshop is open on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of each week, during first break only.  

  

Our delicious, Tuckshop-made Sushi, is available on Wednesdays (only).  

  

Sauce is not added unless stipulated on the order. Please indicate if you would like sauce added to your child’s order. BBQ 
and Tomato are available. Please add 10 cents per sauce to your payment.  

  

Ordering can be made via either the paper bag or online system and orders must be placed by 9.00am please.  

  

Forms were sent out asking for volunteers, and if you are interested and can help, please return your form by the end of this 
week so the rosters can be sorted.  

  

Have a great week, Sharyn Mula.  

  

  

  
  
  
  

Assembly  

  

  

  

Congratulations to the students who received their class 
award at this week’s assembly:  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Congratulations to the students who will be receiving their class award at next Monday’s assembly. Assembly starts at 2.10pm 
and held in the school hall. All are welcome.  



 

  

Class  Recipient  Recipient      

1 Heart  Charlotte-Rose        

1 Mind  Peppa-Lee  Willow      

1 Spirit  Nicholas        

1 Peace  Mya        

2 Heart  Aiden        

2 Mind  Nardin        

2 Spirit  Lionie        

2 Peace  Lachlan        

3 Heart  Kaden        

3 Mind  Isla        

3 Spirit  Amy        

4 Heart  Eamon        

4 Mind  Jett  Kudzia      

4 Spirit  Joshua        

4 Peace  Yakov        

5 Heart  Gemma        

5 Mind  Zola  Louis      

5 Spirit  Coen  Trystan  Brodie  Eden  

6 Mind  Sriram  Shaniya      

6 Spirit  Chantz        

  

  

P & F Association  

  

We have exciting plans for 2018 including the Biannual Holy Spirit Community Carnival, Mothers and Father’s Day 

breakfasts, working bees, oval upgrades, and bunnings sausage sizzles!  
  

This year the Holy Spirit Community Carnival will be held on the 13th of October, so please mark your calendars.  
  

Our annual P&F Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday the 13th of February.  Nibbles and drinks will be 

provided at 6:30, with the meeting set to start at 7pm.  
  

Keep your eyes peeled for nomination forms for the various roles available in the P&F in 2018, they were sent in 

last weeks newsletter.  
  

There will be a Special General Meeting held after the AGM on the 13th of February to discuss changes to the 

Constitution to align with the P and F association, Catholic Education Queensland and ACNC  
  

  



 

  

Banking News  

  

Keep saving for a chance to win a family trip to Hawaii !!  

This year, Commonwealth Bank School Banking is running a Super Savers Grand Prize competition that will take 

one lucky School Banker and their family of up to two adults and three children to Hawaii.  The trip includes:  

• Return economy flights to Honolulu, Hawaii plus airport transfers;  

• 7 nights’ accommodation at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel staying in a Luxury Ocean Room, 

with beach views and breakfast included;  AU$2,000 spending money.  

How to enter:  

Simply make 15 or more School Banking deposits before the end of Term 3 2018 to automatically receive an entry 

into the competition for a chance to win.  

Don’t forget – once you have made 10 deposits through the school banking program, you can claim a reward.  The 
new rewards available this term are:  

• Twister Power Handball  

• Secret Scratch Pad  

Rewards from last year which are still available to order (while stocks 

last) are:  

• Colour Change Markers  

• Epic Earphones  

• Pencil Tech Case  

• Outback Pat Bag Tag  

• Smiley Emoji Keyring  

• Tablet Case  

• Twister Power Handball  Volt Handball  

New to school banking?  It is now even easier to open an account for your child.  You don't need to be a current 
Commonwealth Bank customer.  A deposit book will be posted directly to you, which you then send in with your 
child every Thursday - banking day.  Or, note down the account number and bring it in to the school banking 
volunteers on Thursday mornings and a deposit book can be provided immediately.  To open a school banking 
account, just head to the Commonwealth Bank School Banking web page - 
https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking.html and click “Open Now”.  
Sibling accounts are most welcome. Just send in the deposit book, attached to your school banker's deposit book.  
  

High School News  

St Benedict’s College, Mango Hill  
  
Visitors Day Opportunity  

A warm invitation is extended to attend our first Visitors Day for 2018 on Friday 2 March from 9am-approximately 11.30am.    

  

https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking.html
https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking.html
https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking.html
https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/kids/school-banking.html


 

Twilight Tour  
Our first Twilight Tour for the year will be held on Thursday 22 March, 5pm-6pm.    

  

Please register for either event via our College office on 3385 8888 or smangohill@bne.catholic.edu.au.  

  

Enrolments  
Enrolment applications are being taken for Year 7 in 2019, 2020 and 2021.  Our first enrolment interview block will be held in 
March, with interviews to continue throughout the year.    

We strong recommend that families get their applications in for 2019 as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.  

  

Complete an online application via our website, or contact our office for an enrolment pack.  

  

  

  


